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MEDUNARODNA KONFERENCIJA
ZA MLADE ISTRAZIVACE

VESTIGIA: MITOVI
I NARATIVI

Konferencijska dvorana, dvorana D3
Filozofskog fakulteta Sveucilista u Zagrebu,
24. - 26. travnja 2025.



Pro tempore Casopis je studenata povijesti s Odsjeka za povijest Filo-
zofskog fakulteta Sveucilista u Zagrebu koji izlazi od 2004. godine.
Casopis objavljuje znanstvene, stru¢ne i pregledne radove te eseje,
prikaze, intervjue i druge priloge iz podrucja povijesti, arheologije,
povijesti umjetnosti i ostalih srodnih disciplina. Jedna od glavnih
svrha casopisa jest ponuditi studentima platformu za objavljivanje
vlastitih radova te tako poticati studentsku istrazivacku aktivnost i
njihov znanstveni razvoj. S tim ciljem, a povodom 20. broja, urednist-
vo casopisa odlucilo je organizirati studentski znanstveni skup koji se
odrzava ve¢ Cetvrtu godinu zaredom, ali u ve¢em opsegu pozivanjem
domacih i medunarodnih mladih istrazivac¢a da daju svoj doprinos
temi mitova i narativa koja je ujedno tema 20. broja. Povjesnicari i
drugi znanstvenici njima su se koristili u prouc¢avanju raznih fenom-
ena, od anticke religije pa sve do studija nacija i nacionalizama. Zbog
sveobuhvatnosti ovih pojmova, izlagaci ih mogu proucavati iz raznih
perspektiva, ¢ime se pospjesuje interdisciplinarnost i $irenje vidika
unutar nase povijesne znanosti. Iako su u izlaganjima najzastupljeniji
mitovi i narativi suvremenoga doba, dio njih bavi se antickim mi-
tovima, kao i pitanjem kristijanizacije u razdoblju srednjega vijeka.
Osim toga, izrazito su zastupljeni narativi koji su imali klju¢nu ulogu
u formiranju identiteta, ali i kulturnog nasljeda. Izlaganja s konfer-
encije, ovisno o pojedina¢nim dogovorima s izlaga¢ima, namjeravaju
se objaviti u 20. broju ¢asopisa Pro tempore.

Organizacijski odbor skupa
24. travnja 2025.



INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS

VESTIGIA: MYTHS
& NARRATIVES

Conference Hall & D3 classroom
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Zagreb,

April 24-26, 2025



Pro tempore is a journal of history students at the History Depart-
ment of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University
of Zagreb, published annually since 2004. The journal publishes var-
ious scientific papers, reviews, interviews, and other contributions
relating to the fields of history, archaeology, art history, and other
related fields. One of the primary purposes of the journal is to of-
fer students a platform for publishing their works, thus encouraging
student research activity and their professional development. Having
that in mind and wanting to celebrate the 20th anniversary of our
journal, the editorial board has decided to organize a student confer-
ence for the fourth consecutive year. We wanted to do this on a larger
scale by inviting both domestic and international young researchers
to contribute to the topic of myths and narratives, corresponding to
the theme of the 20th issue. Historians and other scholars have used
these concepts to study various phenomena, from ancient religions
to the ideas of nations and nationalism. Presenters can examine these
topics from various perspectives, thus promoting interdisciplinarity
and broadening horizons within historiography. Although most pre-
sentations discuss myths and narratives of the modern period, some
address ancient myths as well as the nature of Christianization during
the medieval period. Furthermore, narratives that played a key role in
the formation of identity and cultural heritage are also heavily repre-
sented. Depending on individual agreements with the presenters, the
conference papers are intended to be published in the 20th issue of
Pro tempore journal.

The Conference Editorial Board
April 24, 2025
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PROGRAM SKUPA

Konferencija se u odrzava u Konferencijskoj dvorani
Knjiznice Filozofskog fakulteta SveuciliSta u Zagrebu i
dvorani D3 Filozofskog fakulteta Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Cetvrtak, 24. travnja 2025.
Konferencijska dvorana

Registracija (predvorje Knjiznice)

Otvaranje konferencije

Uvodna rije¢ i pozdrav Marije Bisc¢an,

glavne urednice 20. broja ¢asopisa Pro tempore
Konferenciju otvara prof. dr. sc. Ivica Sute,
procelnik Odsjeka za povijest

Marija Bi$c¢an i Ivan Mrnarevi¢, Na proslosti narod
budu¢nost si snuje - Zasto su nam obljetnice vazne i danas?

Svjetlana Ravli¢, Zasto je srednji vijek mracan?

Matej Vodopivec i Tamara Logar, Between Myth and
History: The Carantanian Legacy

Hadzi Luka Krivokapi¢, Uloga istorijskih mitova u
oblikovanju jugoslovenskog socijalizma: od legitimacije vlasti
do stvaranja kolektivnog identiteta

Diskusija (moderator: Adrian Fil¢i¢)

Pauza za rucak (do 13.30)
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Tribina, Mitologizacija moderne hrvatske povijesti

Sudionici: dr. sc. Nikola Tomasegovié, v. asist., Senna Simek,
izvr$na direktorica Inicijative mladih za ljudska prava,

Mario Simunkovié, nezavisni istraziva¢

Moderator: Matija Pudi¢

Ognjen ToSovi¢, Mit kao fundament i mit kao argument:
politicka uloga mita u delima Herodota i Tukidida

Luka Pakovi¢, Mitovi i narativi elita u ranosrednjovjekovnoj
Hrvatskoj

Anna Knyazeva, The Building of Cult Through a Myth:
the Case of St. James the Greater

Petar Simonoski, Kralj Marko izmedu mita i stvarnosti u
balkanskom epskom stvaralastvu

Gabrijel Bradi¢, Napoleon: Percepcija i nasljede u 19. stolje¢u
u Francuskoj

Marko Perisi¢, Film i povijest: Analiza drustvene i politicke
uloge filmova Bitka na Neretvi i Sutjeska

Zavr$na rasprava (moderator: Filip Bacurin)

%

Vecernji program (kviz)
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Petak, 25. travnja 2025.
Konferencijska dvorana

10.00 Marko Marina, Did Early Christians Believe in Their
Own Myths? Matthew 27:51-53 as a Case Study

10.20 Marija Jeromela, Izmedu svjetla i tame: analiza mita o
sv. Mihovilu i povezivanje krscanske i poganske tradicije
kroz korijene i lokalitete

10.40 Matea Marusic, Na raskrscu svjetova: kristijanizacija
poganstva i njegovi Zivuci ostaci u Dalmatinskoj zagori

11.00 Ante Erceg i Lovro Klaso, Prezbiter Ivan, evolucija krs¢anskog
poimanja Orijenta u razvijenom i kasnom srednjem vijeku

11.20 Diskusija (moderator: Ivan Moskatelo)
11.30 Kratka pauza
12.00 Tribina, Vjestice u povijesti - izmedu mita i stvarnosti

Sudionici: dr. sc. Deniver Vukeli¢, dr. sc. Natasa Polgar
Moderator: Ruben Prstec

13.30 Pauza za rucak (do 15.00)

15.00 Janica Petrak, Iz jednog pogleda (Evolucija Meduzina mita od
antike do Danas)

15.20 Ana Furlan Sfarci¢, Mit o Zeni: poslusna i podredena Zena u
Iranu
15.40 Arijana Grginci¢, Interpretacije uloge Zena u hrvatskim i

kastavskim mitovima i obicajima
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16.00
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16.40

17.00

17.20
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18.00
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Diskusija (moderator: Natalija Kolar)

Denise Brazzale, Narrating Crisis: The Myth of the Golden Age
and Barbarian Invasions in Italian Literature Between
the 15th and 16th Centuries

Rafal Kanas, The Narrative of Women and Femininity in The
Book of Contemplation by Usama ibn Mungqidh

Vikas Malik, Reimagining History: The Role of Myths and
Narratives in the Legitimization of Khap Panchayats

in North India

Sara Ocko, From Parliaments to Newspapers: The Roma
Narrative in the Carniolan Assembly (1861-1913), Yugoslav

Parliament (1919-1939) and in Slovenian newspapers

Liene Rokpelne, Undiscovered Myths of Livonia Cities.
Example of Valmiera (Wolmar)

Zavrsna rasprava (moderator: Marko Perisic¢)

6

Vecernji program (zabava u KSFF-u)
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Subota, 26. travnja 2025.
Dvorana D3

Kristina Husinec, Amerika kao “novi” Rim - analiza narativa
kontinuiteta, ali i “pada” Rima te klasicne simbolike
u americkoj povijesti

Ruben Prstec, Skola mita i simbola: paradigme u studijama
americkog identiteta 1939. - 1956.

Ivana DPordi¢, Atatiirkov Nutuk (Govor) kao mit o nastanku
Republike Turske

Jana Krstic i Bojana Vuleti¢, Dekonstrukcija nacionalistickih
narativa u Srbiji i Hrvatskoj: Analiza diskursa studentskih
blokada u 21. stoljecu

Zavr$na rasprava (moderator: Nera Kapustic)

Podjela zahvalnica

Zatvaranje Konferencije
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THE CONFERENCE PROGRAM

The Conference is being held in the Conference Hall
and D3 classroom at the Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Thursday, April 24th 2025
Conference Hall

Registration (Library Hall)

Opening Ceremony

Opening words by Marija Bis¢an,

Editor-in-Chief of the 20th issue of the journal Pro tempore
The conference is opened by prof. dr. sc. Ivica Sute,

Head of the Department of History

Marija Bis¢an & Ivan Mrnarevi¢, The People Dream About
the Future Based on the Past—Why Are Anniversaries
Still Important?

Svjetlana Ravli¢, Why Are the Middle Ages Dark?

Matej Vodopivec & Tamara Logar, Between Myth and
History: The Carantanian Legacy

Hadzi Luka Krivokapi¢, The Role of Historical Myths in
Shaping the Yugoslavian Socialism: From Legitimacy to
Creating a Collective Identity

Discussion (Moderator: Adrian Fil¢i¢)

Lunch Break (until 13.30)

15
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Panel Discussion, Mythologization of Modern Croatian
History

Participants: dr. sc. Nikola Tomasegovi¢, Senna Simek,
executive director of the Youth Initiative for Human Rights,
Mario Simunkovi¢, independent researcher

Moderator: Matija Pudi¢

Ognjen ToSovi¢, Myth as Foundation and Myth as Argument: The
Political Role of Myth in the Works of Herodotus and Thucydides

Luka Dakovi¢, Myths and Narratives of the Elites in Early
Medieval Croatia

Anna Knyazeva, The Building of Cult Through a Myth:
the Case of St. James the Greater

Petar Simonoski, King Marko Between Myth and Reality in
Balkan Epic Poetry

Gabrijel Bradi¢, Napoleon: Perception and Legacy in 19th
Century France

Marko Perisi¢, Film and History: An Analysis of the Social and
Political Roles of The Battle of Neretva (1969) and

The Battle of Sutjeska (1973)

Discussion (Moderator: Filip Bac¢urin)

66

Evening Program (Qutiz)
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Friday, April 25th 2025
Conference Hall

Marko Marina, Did Early Christians Believe in Their
Own Myths? Matthew 27:51-53 as a Case Study

Marija Jeromela, Between Light and Darkness: The Analysis
of the Myth of Saint Michael and the Links Between Christan
and Pagan Traditions Through Cultural Roots and Holy Sites

Matea Marusi¢, At the Crossroads of Worlds: Christianization
of Paganism and Its Remnants in the Dalmatian Hinterland
Today

Ante Erceg & Lovro Klaso, Prester John, the Evolution of the
Christian Concept of the Orient in the High and Late
Middle Ages

Discussion (Moderator: Ivan Moskatelo)

Coffee Break

Panel Discussion, Witches in History—Between Myth and
Reality

Participants: dr. sc. Deniver Vukeli¢, dr. sc. Natasa Polgar
Moderator: Ruben Prstec

Lunch Break (until 15.00)

Janica Petrak, From One Look (The Evolution of the Myth of
Medusa From Classical Antiquity to Today)

Ana Furlan Sfarci¢, Myth of Woman: The Submissive and
Subordinate Woman in Iran

17
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15.40 Arijana Grginci¢, Interpretations of the Roles of Women in
Croatian and Kastavian Myths and Traditions

16.00 Discussion (Moderator: Natalija Kolar)
16.20 Denise Brazzale, Narrating Crisis: The Myth of the Golden Age
and Barbarian Invasions in Italian Literature Between

the 15th and 16th Centuries

16.40 Rafal Kanas, The Narrative of Women and Femininity in The
Book of Contemplation by Usama ibn Mungqidh

17.00 Vikas Malik, Reimagining History: The Role of Myths and
Narratives in the Legitimization of Khap Panchayats
in North India

17.20 Sara Ocko, From Parliaments to Newspapers: The Roma

Narrative in the Carniolan Assembly (1861-1913), Yugoslav
Parliament (1919-1939) and in Slovenian newspapers

17.40 Liene Rokpelne, Undiscovered Myths of Livonia Cities.
Example of Valmiera (Wolmar)

18.00 Discussion (Moderator: Marko Perisi¢)

66

20.00 Evening Program (Conference Social)
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Saturday, April 26th 2025
D3 classroom

Kristina Husinec, America as the “New” Rome—Analysis
of the Narrative of Continuity and “Fall” of Rome and
Classical Symbolism in American History

Ruben Prstec, The Myth and Symbol School: Paradigms in
Studies of American Identity, 1939-1956

Ivana Pordic, Atatiirk’s Nutuk (Speech) as a Myth of the
Founding of the Republic of Tiirkiye

Jana Krsti¢ & Bojana Vuleti¢, Deconstruction of Nationalist
Narratives in Serbia and Croatia: Analysis of the Discourses of
21st Century Student Blockades

Discussion (Moderator: Nera Kapustic)

Closing Ceremony

19
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Marija BiSc¢an

diplomski studij povijesti, istraZivacki smjer: Moderna i suvremena povijest
(19. i 20. stoljece)

diplomski studij lingvistike, smjer Primijenjeni

Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Ivan Mrnarevi¢
diplomski studij povijesti, istraZivacki smjer: Srednjovjekovna povijest
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Na proslosti narod buducnost si snuje - Zasto su nam
obljetnice vazne i danas?

Buduci da se ove (2025.) godine obiljezava tisucu i stota obljetnica
Prvoga splitskog crkvenog sabora te ujedno i spomen Tomisla-
va, odnosno prvoga hrvatskog vladara s titulom rex, smatralo
se prikladnim da se u studentskom ¢asopisu Pro tempore, ali i
na konferenciji za studente i mlade istrazivace, koja se redovito
odrzava od 2022. godine, obiljezi i problematizira historiografski
diskurs te javni narativ o kralju Tomislavu. Time se ujedno nas-
toji potaknuti razmatranje i problematiziranje kulture sje¢anja i
kolektivne memorije jednog naroda. Tomislav je poprilicno Ziv
u nasoj suvremenosti, a ne samo u proslosti. Nase ulice i trgovi,
kulturna drustva i udruge gradana nose njegovo ime. Medu svim
ranosrednjovjekovnim influencerima pripada mu, doista, prvo
mjesto, no ne samo u nazivima institucija ve¢ i u popularnoj
kulturi. Autori ¢e, uz kratki prikaz postanka mita o Tomislavovoj
krunidbi, njegovoj uporabi i funkciji, paznju usmjeriti upravo na
suvremenost, otvarajuci pitanja o kulturi sjecanja i kolektivnoj
memoriji moderne hrvatske nacije. Konac¢no, pokusat ¢e dati
odgovore na pitanja jesu li nam i zasto obljetnice i proslave nase
‘slavne pro$losti’ te mitovi i narativi koji ih prate i omogucuju,
vazni i danas.

21
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Marija BiS¢an

Graduate student in History, Module: Modern and Contemporary History
(19th and 20th centuries)

Graduate student in Linguistics, Module: Applied Linguistics

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Ivan Mrnarevi¢
Graduate student in History, Module: Medieval History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

The People Dream About the Future
Based on the Past—Why Are Anniversaries
Still Important?

Considering this year (2025) is the 1100th anniversary of the First
church council of Split and also the first mention of Tomislav, the
first Croatian ruler with the title of rex, it is only appropriate for
this to be commemorated in the Pro Tempore student journal and
at the conference for students and young researchers by prob-
lematizing the historiographical discourse and public narrative
regarding king Tomislav. This can also encourage the exploration
of cultural and collective memory of a nation. Tomislav is not alive
only in our past, but also in our present. Our streets and squares,
cultural societies and associations carry his name. Of all the in-
fluencers of the Early Middle Ages, Tomislav truly stands out, not
only in the names of institutions, but also in popular culture in
general. The authors will present a short overview of the myth of
Tomislav’s crowning, its uses and functions, along with a focus
on the contemporary state of things, posing questions about the
cultural and collective memory of the modern Croatian nation.
Finally, the authors will provide us with answers to the questions
about the contemporary importance of anniversaries and com-
memorations of our “glorious past” which accompany them, as
well as the myths and narratives which enable them.

22
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Svjetlana Ravli¢
prijediplomski studij povijesti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Zasto je srednji vijek mracan?

Jedan od najpoznatijih narativa u opce shvacenoj povijesti jest taj
da je srednji vijek bio nuzno ,,mra¢no” i regresivno razdoblje. No
kad je, kako i zasto takvo shvacanje zapocelo? Ideje o mra¢nom
srednjem vijeku zapocele su ve¢ u renesansi, a ucvrstile su se u
prosvijetiteljskoj historiografiji i historiografiji 19. stolje¢a. No u
posljednje vrijeme mnogi stru¢njaci, ohrabreni novim spozna-
jama, opovrgavaju tu ustaljenu i ¢ak zastarjelu ideju. Ovaj ¢e rad
dublje istraziti je li srednji vijek uistinu bio mrac¢no razdoblje i
iznijet ¢e pregled stvaranja i prihvacenosti te ideje tijekom stoljeca,
koriste¢i se relevantnim povijesnim izvorima 1 historiografskim
radovima, te ¢e ovoj temi pristupiti kriticki, preispitujuci nase
shvacanje velikih povijesnih epoha kao glavnu nit vodilju, ali i
komparativno, usporedujuci poglede povjesnicara i drugih mis-
lilaca iz razlicitih razdoblja.

Svjetlana Ravli¢
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Why Are the Middle Ages Dark?

One of the most prominent narratives in the general understand-
ing of history is that the Middle Ages were necessarily the “dark”
and regressive period. When, how and why did this understand-
ing arise? The conceptions of the dark Middle Ages began in the
Renaissance, but they took root in the historiographies of the
Enlightenment and the 19th century. However, many experts,
encouraged by new discoveries, have lately refuted that old and
hackneyed understanding. This work will offer a deeper exam-
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ination of the question whether the Middle Ages were indeed an
age of darkness and will give an overview of the creation and the
acceptance of that conception through centuries, using relevant
primary and secondary sources. I will approach this topic crit-
ically, the reassessment of our understanding of large historical
epochs serving as the guiding principle, comparing the views of
historians and other thinkers from various periods.

Tamara Logar
Graduate student in History
University of Ljubljana

Matej Vodopivec
Graduate student in History
University of Ljubljana

Between Myth and History: The Carantanian Legacy

This paper examines the Carantanian myth as a fundamental
component of Slovenian national identity, tracing its evolution
through time and evaluating its historical significance. Based on
J. G. Herder’s theories on language and nationhood, the myth
rose to popularity in Romantic nationalism of the 19th century,
when nation builders such as playwright A. T. Linhart and poet
France PreSeren used it to claim a historical continuity that was
key to the establishment of Slovenian self-awareness. Beyond
its original cultural function, the myth adapted to 20th-century
political shifts (from Austria-Hungary to Yugoslavia) and later
played a key role in Slovenia’s independence movement. The work
of Milko Kos (1892-1972), especially his multi-volume work
Gradivo za zgodovino Slovencev v srednjem veku, is a major topic
of this study. An influential historian, Kos shaped and reinforced
national historical narratives through his translations of Latin
documents related to the medieval history of the region of today’s
Slovenia. However, his dependence on out-of-date interpretations
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and methodological presumptions created errors still present in
modern research. This study illustrates how small language- and
interpretive decisions lead to the (mis)construction of national
history by contrasting Kos’ translations with contemporary his-
toriographical methodologies. Exploring how historiographical
narratives reflect and modify national identity, the paper extends
beyond Kos” work to address broader methodological issues con-
cerning the intersection of myth and historical scholarship. A
critical reevaluation of Kos’s legacy and the Carantanian myth’s
ongoing effects offers new insights into the challenges of inter-
preting medieval materials within nationalist frameworks.

Hadzi Luka Krivokapi¢
osnovni akademski studiji istorije
Filozofski fakultet Univerziteta u Nisu

Uloga istorijskih mitova u oblikovanju jugoslovenskog
socijalizma: od legitimacije vlasti do stvaranja
kolektivnog identiteta

Tema Uloga istorijskih mitova u oblikovanju jugoslovenskog soci-
jalizma: od legitimacije vlasti do stvaranja kolektivnog identiteta
istrazuje kako su istorijski mitovi kori$¢eni u socijalistickoj Jugo-
slaviji za konsolidaciju politicke moc¢i i oblikovanje zajednickog
identiteta u viSenacionalnoj drzavi. Analiza se fokusira na klju¢ne
narative poput partizanskog otpora, bratstva i jedinstva, kao i
mitova vezanih za NOB, koji su sluzili kao sredstva ideoloske
legitimacije i stvaranja drustvene kohezije. Teorijski okvir obuh-
vata pristupe iz kulturne istorije i studija kolektivnog se¢anja, uz
oslanjanje na teorije Ernesta Renana i Miroslava Hroha o ulozi
mitova u nacionalnim i politickim projektima. Metodoloski,
rad koristi analizu diskursa zvani¢nih dokumenata, politickih
govora, $kolskih udzbenika i medijskih prikaza, kombinovanu s
kvalitativnim pristupom za razumevanje uticaja ovih mitova na
kolektivnu svest i identitet razli¢itih jugoslovenskih naroda. Rad
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pruza uvid u nacin na koji su istorijski narativi oblikovali drust-
venu dinamiku i politicku stabilnost u socijalistickoj Jugoslaviji,
istovremeno otkrivajudi tenzije koje su proizasle iz njihovog frag-
mentiranja u periodu dezintegracije drzave.

Hadzi Luka Krivokapi¢
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Nis

The Role of Historical Myths in Shaping
the Yugoslavian Socialism: From Legitimacy
to Creating a Collective Identity

The Role of Historical Myths in Shaping the Yugoslavian Socialism:
From Legitimacy to Creating a Collective Identity examines the way
historical myths were used in socialist Yugoslavia to consolidate
political power and shape the collective identity in the multina-
tional state. The analysis is focused on the key narratives such
as the partisan resistance, brotherhood and unity as well as the
myths of the People’s Liberation War (1941-1945), which served
as the means of ideological legitimization and generating social
cohesion. The theoretical framework of the work encompasses
the approaches of cultural history and the studies of collective
memory, relying also on the theories of Ernest Renan and Miroslav
Hroch about the role of myths in national and political projects.
Regarding methodology, the work utilizes the analysis of con-
temporary discourse, the official documents, political speeches,
school textbooks and media representation, combined with the
qualitative approach to understanding the influence of myths
on the collective consciousness of various Yugoslav nations. The
work provides insight into the ways historical narratives shaped
the social dynamics and political stability of socialist Yugoslavia,
at the same time revealing the tensions that arose from the frag-
mentation of those narratives during the country’s disintegration.
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Ognjen ToSovi¢
master istoricar
Filozofski fakultet Univerziteta u Novom Sadu

Mit kao fundament i mit kao argument: politicka uloga
mita u delima Herodota i Tukidida

Jedno od osnovnih znacenja pojma mit, koji potice od grcke reci
100og, jeste njegova suprotstavljenost istoriji kao istinitom i na is-
trazivanju zasnovanom narativu o proslosti. Medutim, to znacenje
nije bilo inherentno pojmu ,,mit“ od pocetaka njegove istorije.
Pojam mit u delima Homera i ranih arhajskih pesnika oznacava
»govor", i to govor koji se u najvecem broju slucajeva izgovara sa
pozicije autoriteta i mo¢i i koji implicira istinitost svog sadrzaja.
Do promene znacenja pojma mit dolazi postepeno, zajedno sa
promenom helenskog odnosa prema proslosti, a do kulminacije
u tom kontekstu dolazi u delima prvih helenskih istoricara —
Herodota i Tukidida - koji su svoje narative o proslosti zasnovali
na istrazivanju i na svojstvenim metodoloskim principima. Iako
su u svojim delima pokazali kritican stav prema nekritickom
pristupu proslosti, oni su pokazali i svest o tome da su nenaucni,
odnosno, sa njihovih epistemoloskih pozicija mitski narativi o
proslosti, imali vaznu ulogu kako u kontekstu formiranja kolek-
tivnih identiteta pojedinih zajednica, tako i u kontekstu politickih
debata koje prozimaju njihova dela. Pored uloge mitskih narativa
u okviru zajednica koje ih ¢uvaju i prenose, u radu Ce se ispitivati
i odnos istoricara prema njima i njihovo mesto u Herodotovim i
Tukididovim istoriografskim delima kao celini.
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Ognjen ToSovi¢
M.A. in History
Faculty of Philosophy, University of Novi Sad

Myth as Foundation and Myth as Argument:
The Political Role of Myth in the Works of
Herodotus and Thucydides

One of the main meaning of the concept of “myth”, which derives
from the Greek word pdog, is its opposition to the concept of
“history” as a truthful and research-based narrative about the
past. However, that meaning was not applied to the concept of
“myth” from the start. In the works of Homer and early archaic
poets “myth” signified “speech’”, and precisely that type of speech
which is held from a position of authority and power and which
implies the truthfulness of its content. The changes in the meaning
of the concept of “myth” happened gradually, alongside changes
in the attitude Hellenic society had toward its past. The changes
in the meaning of “myth” culminated in the works of first Hellenic
historians—Herodotus and Thucydides—who based their narra-
tives about the past on research and distinctive methodological
principles. Even though both historians criticized a noncritical
approach to studying the past, they also recognized that non-sci-
entific, from their epistemological positions mythical narratives
about the past, had an important role to play in the context of
the formation of collective identity in certain communities, as
well as in the context of the political debates present in their
works. This paper will examine the role of mythical narratives in
communities which cherish and perpetuate them, as well as the
attitude of historians toward mythical narratives and their place
in Herodotus” and Thucydides” works in general.

28



Vestigia: Myths & Narratives

Luka DPakovi¢
mag. hist. et archeol.

Mitovi i narativi elita u
ranosrednjovjekovnoj Hrvatskoj

Tako velik problem pri istrazivanju hrvatskog ranog srednjeg vijeka
predstavlja mali broj pisanih izvora, oni koji su nam dostupni uka-
zuju nam na to da se hrvatska elita, barem djelomi¢no, oslanjala
na mitove i narative kao sredstvo legitimacije svoje vladavine ili
za potrebe diplomacije. U svom izlaganju pokusat ¢u ukazati na
neke primjere koriStenja mitova i narativa (hrvatski origo gentis,
Zdeslav u Konstantinopolu, Gesta Cresimiri maioris itd.), kakav
su uc¢inak imali u vremenu u kojem su nastali te iste usporediti
sa sli¢cnim pojavama u drugim dijelovima Europe.

Luka DPakovi¢
M.A. in History and Archaeology

Myths and Narratives of the Elites
in Early Medieval Croatia

Although the small number of written sources presents a signifi-
cant challenge in researching early medieval Croatia, the sources
that are available indicate that the Croatian elite, at least in part,
relied on myths and narratives as a means of legitimizing their
rule or for diplomatic purposes. In this presentation, I will attempt
to highlight some examples of the use of myths and narratives
(Croatian origo gentis, Zdeslav in Constantinople, Gesta Cresi-
miri maioris, etc.), examine their impact in the time they were
created, and compare them with similar phenomena in other
parts of Europe.
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Anna Knyazeva
Alumna of Russian State University for the Humanities, independent
researcher

The Building of a Cult Through a Myth:
The Case of St. James the Greater

This paper aims to study the “construction” of Saint James the
Greater’s cult in medieval Spain. Starting with Scripture, over
mistranslations of Greek martyrology, the cult of James the Apostle
became mythical. This, however, isn’t the end, since the myth of
St. James on the Iberian Peninsula became “a myth inside myths”,
encompassing local Spanish legends, the Golden Legend and other
sources that formed the narrative of the cult of Santiago. This, of
course, was at first antagonized by the Roman Catholic Church,
but the Church failed in diminishing the cult. Moreover, the cult
of Saint James became an inspiration for different artists on the
Way of St. James. This paper studies the formation and cultural
effects of the cult of Saint James.

Petar Simonoski
prijediplomski studij povijesti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista sv. Cirila i Metoda u Skoplju

Kralj Marko izmedu mita i stvarnosti
u balkanskom epskom stvaralastvu

Kralj Marko jedna je od najpoznatijih li¢nosti balkanske epske
tradicije, Cija je istorijska uloga cesto preklopljena sa mitoloskim i
knjizevnim slojevima narodne epike. Ovaj rad analizira lik Marka
Kraljevi¢a kroz prizmu narodnog stvaralastva, istrazujuci granicu
izmedu mita i realnosti. Poseban fokus stavljen je na istorijski
kontekst, njegove politicke aktivnosti. Istovremeno, razmatra se
nacin na koji je njegov lik oblikovan u narodnim pesmama, gde je
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predstavljen kao zastitnik slabih, nepobediv junak i borac protiv
osmanskog ugnjetavanja. Proucavajuci ovu dualnost, rad osvetl-
java $iri fenomen mitologizacije istorijskih li¢nosti u balkanskoj
tradiciji. Kralj Marko nije samo istorijska li¢nost, ve¢ i simbol
narodnog identiteta, prilagoden potrebama i duhu razlicitih epo-
ha. Kroz ovu analizu dolazi se do zakljucka da je njegova slika
spoj realnih istorijskih dogadaja i kreativne imaginacije naroda,
koji je u njemu pronasao idealizovanog junaka.

Petar Simonoski
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Philosophy, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University in Skopje

King Marko Between Myth and Reality
in Balkan Epic Poetry

King Marko is one of the most famous figures in the tradition
of Balkan epic poetry, whose historical role is often mixed with
mythological and literary elements of folk epic poetry. This pre-
sentation analyses the figure of King Marko through the prism
of epic poetry, exploring the border between myth and reality. A
special focus is put on the historical context, and Marko’s polit-
ical activity. At the same time, Marko’s depiction in folk poetry,
in which he is presented as the guardian of the weak, a fearless
hero and fighter against Ottoman oppression, is analyzed. By
examining this duality the presentation shines a light on the
wider phenomenon of mythologizing historical figures from the
Balkan tradition. King Marko is not just a historical figure but a
symbol of national identity, adjusted to the needs and the spirit
of different times. This analysis concludes that his depiction is a
mixture of both the historical reality and the creative imagination
of the nation, which sees an idealized hero in him.
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Gabrijel Bradi¢

diplomski studij povijesti, istraZivacki smjer: Moderna i suvremena povijest
(19. i 20. stoljece)

Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Napoleon: Percepcija i nasljede
u 19. stolje¢u u Francuskoj

Tema je osmisljena kao kratak pregled Napoleona odnosno
njegove percepcije u javnom i politickom zivotu u Francuskoj tije-
kom prve polovice devetnaestog stoljeca. Cilj je prikazati kako se
Napoleon odnosno njegova legenda razvijala od perioda njegova
egzila na Svetu Helenu do druge polovice devetnaestog stoljeca.
Komparacijom izvora bonapartista i anti-bonapartista pokusat
¢emo vidjeti kako se postepeno njegova slika rehabilitirala iz
one tiranina i despota u umjerenog liberala koji je ratove vodio
za dobrobit drzave.

Gabrijel Bradic¢

Graduate student in History, Module: Modern and Contemporary History
(19th and 20th Centuries)

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Napoleon: Perception and Legacy
in 19th Century France

The topic is designed as a brief overview of Napoleon and the per-
ception of Napoleon in public and political life in France during
the first half of the nineteenth century. The goal is to show how
Napoleon and his legend developed from the period of his exile
on Saint Helena to the second half of the nineteenth century. By
comparing sources from Bonapartists and anti-Bonapartists, we
will attempt to see how his image gradually rehabilitated from that
of a tyrant and despot to that of a moderate liberal who waged
wars for the benefit of the state.
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Marko Perisi¢

diplomski studij povijesti, nastavnicki smjer
diplomski studij anglistike, prevoditeljski smjer
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Film i povijest: analiza drustvene i politicke uloge
filmova Bitka na Neretvi i Sutjeska

Socijalisticka je Jugoslavija razvila plodnu filmsku industriju koja
je do kasnih 60-ih obuhvacala djela razlicitih stilova i Zanrova.
Politicko, drustveno i umjetnicko eksperimentiranje u tom desetl-
jecu potaklo je socijalisticke vlasti da podrze produkciju novih, ali
ortodoksnih filmova popularnog partizanskog zanra. Dva najsk-
uplja filma tog vremena, Bitka na Neretvi i Sutjeska, predstavljaju
prekretnicu u povijesti jugoslavenske kinematografije. Na temelju
teorija Marca Ferroa i Pierra Sorlina o filmu kao povijesnom
izvoru, navedeni filmovi is¢itavaju se kao odraz turbulentnog
politickog i drustvenog konteksta socijalisticke Jugoslavije tog
vremena. Ti skupi spektakli s masovnom medunarodnom pos-
tavom glumaca sluzili su kao sredstvo afirmacije starih socijalis-
tickih tekovina naspram sve glasnijih drustvenih preispitivanja
i eksperimentiranja. Istrazivanje se temelji na komparatistickoj
analizi elemenata oba filma, povijesne fabule koju obraduju i
sli¢cnih propagandnih radova te analizi tadasnjih popularnih
filmskih ¢asopisa, novina i svjedocanstava sudionika produkcije.
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Marko Perisi¢

Graduate student in History, Module: Teaching

Graduate student in English language and literature, Module: Translation
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Film and History: An Analysis of the Social and
Political Roles of The Battle of Neretva (1969)
and The Battle of Sutjeska (1973)

Socialist Yugoslavia developed a fruitful film industry which
had produced many works of various styles and genres by the
late 1960s. The political, social and artistic experimentation of
the decade induced many in the socialist government to support
the creation of new, but orthodox films belonging to the popular
genre of partisan films. Two of the country’s most expensive film
project of the time, The Battle of Neretva and The Battle of Sutjeska,
represent a watershed moment in the history of Yugoslav cinema.
Based on the theories of Marc Ferro and Pierre Sorlin about film
as historical source, the films are interpreted as the reflection
of the turbulent political and social context of Yugoslavia at the
time. Those expensive spectacles with a massive international cast
served to affirm old socialist creeds against the ever louder social
experimentation and reassessments. The research is based on the
comparative analysis of the elements of both films, the historical
narratives which the films cover and similar works of propagan-
da. The subject of analysis are also contemporary magazine and
news articles about the production as well as the testimonies of
its participants.
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Marko Marina
dr. sc.

Did Early Christians Believe in Their Own Myths?
Matthew 27:51-53 as a Case Study

This paper explores the miraculous narratives of Matthew 27:51-53
through the lens of myth and belief in early Christianity, draw-
ing on Paul Veyne’s reflections on whether the ancients believed
in their myths. While early Christian authors often sought to
differentiate Christian truth from pagan mythology, the recep-
tion of miraculous episodes (e.g. the earthquake, the tearing of
the temple veil, and the resurrection of the saints in Matthew’s
Gospel) raises fundamental questions about the nature of belief
in the ancient world. Did the earliest Christian communities
perceive these events as historical occurrences, as theological/
allegorical constructs, or as something in between? By analyzing
the literary structure of Matthew’s Gospel within the framework
of ancient Piog (biography) and examining the reception of these
verses among early Christian exegetes—ranging from Origen and
Tertullian to Jerome and Cyril of Jerusalem—this paper argues
that the dichotomy between “myth” and “history” in modern
scholarship imposes an anachronistic lens on ancient narratives.
Instead, early Christian thinkers seem to have embraced a more
fluid and integrative understanding of the miraculous, in which
historical and theological realities coexisted.

35



Vestigia: Mitovi i narativi

Marija Jeromela

prijediplomski studij povijesti

prijediplomski studij arheologije

Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista Jurja Dobrile u Puli

Izmedu svjetla i tame: analiza mita o sv. Mihovilu i
povezivanje krs¢anske i poganske tradicije
kroz korijene i lokalitete

U ovom izlaganju istrazit ¢e se kult arkandela Mihovila kroz po-
vijesne, religijske i mitoloske izvore analiziraju¢i njegovu ulogu
u krsc¢anskoj tradiciji i povezanost s prethodnim religijskim sus-
tavima. Posebna paznja posvetit ¢e se njegovim svetim lokali-
tetima, poput Monte Gargana u Italiji i Mont-Saint-Michela u
Francuskoj, koji su prvotno bila poganska svetista. Proces kris-
tijanizacije ovih prostora pokazuje kako su raniji mitovi i obredi
umreZeni u kr§¢ansku simboliku. Kao teorijski okvir koristit ¢u
Straussevu teoriju mitova po kojoj mitovi odrazavaju univerzalne
strukture ljudskog misljenja. Takoder ¢u se osloniti na radove
Petera Browna o kultu svetaca te Philippea Waltera o kontinuitetu
poganskih i kr§¢anskih vjerovanja. Metodoloski pristup ukljucuje
analizu povijesnih izvora, ikonografije i folklornih elemenata koji
ukazuju na prepletanje razlicitih tradicija. Blagdan sv. Mihovila
(29. rujna) i pripadajuci obredi, poput vecernjih gozbi, takoder
upucuju na dublje kulturoloske slojeve. Pri¢a o njegovu prvom
ukazanju na Monte Garganu sadrzi elemente arhetipskih narativa
— svetu zivotinju, bozansku intervenciju i simboli¢nu povezanost
s prethodnim vjerovanjima. Izlaganje ¢e pokazati kako mitovi,
kao price o pocecima i zavr$ecima, stvaranju i razaranju, ostaju
klju¢ni za razumijevanje nacina na koji su krs¢anski sveci popri-
mili osobine starijih bozanstava te kako su svetkovine i obredi
oblikovali kolektivni identitet zajednica kroz stoljeca.
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Matea Marusic
mag. hist.

Na raskrscu svjetova: kristijanizacija poganstva i njegovi
Zivudi ostaci u Dalmatinskoj zagori

Na podrucju Dalmatinske zagore u 18. je stoljecu Zivjelo pretezno
morlacko stanovnistvo. Katolici i pravoslavci imali su suzivot Cesto
prekidan osmanskom prijetnjom. Osmanlije su samo dodatno
uzburkale ve¢ postojeci religijski i kulturni ,,melting pot®, no sve
te promjene nisu uspjele iskorijeniti narodne obicaje i vjerovanja
koja je ondasnje stanovnistvo gajilo i nosi, s koljena na koljeno,
do danas. Mnogi slavenski obicaji i vjerovanja kristijanizirani su,
dana su im nova imena ali su u svojoj srzi ostali nepromijenjeni.
Zasluge za pozitivne i negativne promjene u Zivotima Morlaka
pocele su se pridavati kr§¢anskim svecima koji su se slavili kroz
slavenske poganske obicaje tokom jedne kalendarske godine.
Tako je npr. Peruna Gromovnika zamijenio sveti Ilija, a Ivanje je
prisvojeno Ivanu Krstitelju. Stoga su, i uz kristijanizaciju slavenski
obicaji i vjerovanja nastavili Zivjeti, a uz njih, Morlaci su vjerovali
i u razna druga mitologka bica. Ta su bi¢a i dalje bila dio njihove
svakodnevnice, ali viSe njihovog mraka - na krizanjima, gro-
bljima ili pored starih oraha. Pristup ovom istrazivanju bio bi
interdisciplinaran iz perspektive historijske znanosti i kulturne
antropologije. Na temelju studije slucaja s fokusom na Morlake na
podrudju Dalmatinske zagore u vremenskom periodu 18. stolje¢a
problematski bi se prikazalo ovo dinami¢no podruc¢je. Potrebno
je uzeti u obzir i vaznost koje je morlacko svecenstvo imalo u
»0dgoju” svojeg naroda propovijedima, pa u izvorima nalazimo
podatke da su i sami bili skloni vjerovanju u nadnaravno $to na
neki nacin i ,,olakSava“ narodnom vjerovanju da ostane prisut-
no u narodu. Cilj istrazivanja je pokazati kako i na koji nacin je
kr§éanstvo preoblikovalo narodna vjerovanja i obicaje, te na koji
su nacin ona i dalje ostala jaka i prisutna u svakodnevnom zivo-
tu. Mitoloski svijet Dalmatinske zagore Zivi i danas kroz ostatke
narodnih obicaja i kroz narodne poslovice, koje rije¢ima koje
sadrze, sezu daleko u proslost.
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Matea Marusic
M.A. in History

At the Crossroads of Worlds: Christianization of Paganism
and Its Remnants in the Dalmatian Hinterland Today

The Dalmatian Hinterland in the 18th century was populated
mainly by the Morlachs. The Catholic and the Orthodox Chris-
tians lived in harmony which was often disrupted by the Ottoman
threat. The Ottoman threat put extra strain on the religious and
cultural “melting pot” of the Dalmatian Hinterland, but even this
failed to root out the customs and beliefs which the local popula-
tion has cherished and still cherishes to this day. Numerous Slavic
customs and beliefs went through the process of Christianization
and had their names changed, but not much else. Positive and
negative changes in the lives of the Morlachs were attributed
to the Christian saints which were celebrated in pagan Slavic
customs during the year. For example, the Slavic god of thunder
Perun was substituted by the prophet Elijah, while the Ivanje
(celebration of the Summer solstice) became Nativity of John the
Baptist. Therefore, even after the Slavic customs were Christianised
they continued to play a part in the lives of the local population,
along with various other mythological beings. Those beings were
still present in the everyday lives of the people, especially after
nightfall —at crossroads, cemeteries, and old walnut trees. This
research is based on an interdisciplinary approach combining
history and cultural anthropology. A case study of the Morlach
people of the Dalmatian Hinterland in the 18th century would be
used to showcase this dynamic region. What needs to be taken
into consideration is the importance of the Morlach clergy which
“brought up” the people through their sermons. The sources from
the times suggest that the clergymen themselves were keen to
believe in the supernatural which helped integrate the old Slavic
customs into the Christian society. The goal of the research is to
show how and in what ways Christianity reshaped previous beliefs
and customs, and how some of them nonetheless stayed present
in everyday life. The mythological world of the Dalmatian Hin-
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terland lives on today through the remnants of popular customs
and folk proverbs, whose roots reach far back into the past.

Ante Erceg
prijediplomski studij povijesti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Lovro Klaso
prijediplomski studij povijesti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Prezbiter Ivan, evolucija kr§¢anskog poimanja
Orijenta u razvijenom i kasnom srednjem vijeku

Ovaj rad globalne historije fokusira se na mit o legendarnom
vladaru Ivanu s istoka i njegovog dalekog idilicnog kraljevstva, ¢ija
se lokacija mijenjala u skladu s novim otkri¢ima i svjetonazorima
odredenih perioda. Mit o Prezbiteru Ivanu i njegovom kraljevstvu
pomogao je oblikovati prikaz svijeta u srednjovjekovnom krs¢ans-
kom svjetonazoru, te nam pruza uvid u kr$¢ansku srednjovjekovnu
filozofiju. Takoder je igrao vaznu ulogu u politicko-trgovackim
ekspedicijama, svojim obecanjima o udaljenim bogatstvima, te u
krizarskim ratovima, s o¢ekivanjima pomoci u borbi protiv musli-
mana. Nastojeci analizirati evoluciju mita ovaj rad tezi usporediti
izvore i narative o kraljevstvu Prezbitera Ivana odredenih perioda,
ponajprije prvu pojavu, doba krizarskih ratova te naposljetku
doba velikih otkri¢a, i pokusati ih kontekstualizirati u skladu sa
suvremenim dogadanjima tih razdoblja. Nastoji se prikazati kako
je mit, umjesto nestajanja, evoluirao u skladu s duhom svojeg
vremena. Za ovo istrazivanje, osim navedene literature, autori ce
se referirati i na The International Prester John Project profesora
Christopher E. Taylora sa Sveucili$ta u Austinu, Texasu. Radi se
o online studiji objedinjenoj u multidisciplinarnom Cambridge-
ovom Elements in the Global Middle Ages projektu, koji pruza
interaktivne karte i zbirku prevedenih i uredenih izvora.
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Ante Erceg
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Lovro Klaso
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Prester John, the Evolution of the Christian
Concept of the Orient in the High and Late Middle Ages

This global history paper focuses on the myth of the legendary
ruler Prester John from the East and his distant idyllic kingdom,
the location of which changed in accordance with new discoveries
and worldviews of various periods. The myth of Prester John and
his kingdom helped shape the medieval Christian worldview and
it provides insight into medieval Christian philosophy. The myth
also played an important role in political and commercial expedi-
tions, with promises of distant riches, and in the Crusades, with
expectations of aid in the fight against Muslims. In attempting to
analyze the evolution of the myth, this paper aims to compare the
sources and narratives about Prester John's kingdom from different
periods, primarily its first appearance, the time of the Crusades,
and finally the Age of Discovery, and attempt to contextualize
them in accordance with contemporary events of those periods.
The paper seeks to show how the myth, instead of disappearing,
evolved in accordance with the spirit of its time. For this research,
in addition to the list of cited works, the authors will refer to The
International Prester John Project by Professor Christopher E. Tay-
lor from the University of Austin, Texas. This is an online study
incorporated into the multidisciplinary Cambridge Elements in
the Global Middle Ages project, which provides interactive maps
and a collection of translated and edited sources.
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Janica Petrak
diplomski studij povijesti, istraZivacki smjer: Stara povijest
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Iz jednog pogleda (Evolucija Meduzina mita
od antike do Danas)

Mit o Meduzi i danas je poprili¢no Cest u javnosti. Lik Meduze
javlja se u razli¢itim verzijama mitova, a 0 njoj su pisali anticki
autori od Hezioda do Ovidija. U nekim verzijama smatra ju se jed-
nom od triju ¢cudovisnih sestara - Gorgonom, a u drugoj je verziji
djevojka koju Posejdon/Neptun obe$casti u Ateninu/Minervinu
hramu, a potonja je za kaznu pretvori u cudoviste. Meduzina smrt
ispreplice se s pricom o herojstvu grckog junaka Perzeja. Prikaz
Perzeja s Meduzinom dekapitiranom glavom ovjekovjecen je u
kipu renesansnog talijanskog umjetnika Benvenuta Cellinija.
Njena je uloga bila apotropejske naravi jer se vjerovalo da je Me-
duza pogledom skamenjivala ljude. Zbog toga je njen lik bio cest
motiv na sarkofazima kako bi zastitila pokojnika od zlih sila. Slika
Meduze mijenjala se u umjetnosti kroz vremenske periode — od
¢udovis$nog prikaza s kljovama i bradom do Zenstvenog lika sa
zmijama umjesto kose. Danas u medijima prevladava Zenstveni
oblik Meduze, medutim njena je simbolika i dalje dualna. Pri-
kazana je ili kao potpuni negativac ili kao svojevrsna osvetnicka
junakinja postavsi time glavna predstavnica u portretiranju Zrtava
seksualnoga nasilja. Cilj je rada ukazati na transformaciju Me-
duzina mita, §to u slikovnom prikazu, $to u promjeni narativa,
gdje je od ¢udovi$nog negativca postala heroina u borbi protiv
seksualnog nasilja.
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Janica Petrak
Graduate student in History, Module: Ancient History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

From One Look (The Evolution of the
Myth of Medusa From Classical Antiquity to Today)

The myth of Medusa is present quite often even in today’s public.
There are multiple versions of the myth, which classical authors
such as Hesiod and Ovid wrote about. Some versions of the myth
see Medusa as one of the three monstrous sisters—the Gorgons,
while in other versions she is a girl turned into a monster by
Athena/Minerva after Poseidon/Neptune dishonoured her in
Athena’s/Minervas temple. Medusa’s death is entwined with the
story of the Greek hero Perseus. The scene in which Perseus is
holding Medusa’s decapitated head was the inspiration for the
famous sculpture made by Italian renaissance artist Benvenuto
Cellini. The role of Medusa was often apotropaic as it was believed
that her look turned people into stone. Because of that she was
often depicted on sarcophaguses to protect the dead from evil
forces. The perception of Medusa in art changed in different pe-
riods—from the monstrous depiction with fangs and a beard to
feminine character with snakes instead of hair. In today’s media
the feminine-looking Medusa prevails but she still evokes dual
symbolism. She is presented either as a complete antagonist or as a
revengeful hero thus becoming a symbol for the victims of sexual
abuse. The goal of the research is to show the transformation of
the myth of Medusa, in the arts, but also in terms of narrative, in
which she went from a monstrous antagonist to a hero for victims
of sexual abuse.
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Ana Furlan Sfarci¢
prijediplomski studij povijesti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Mit o Zeni: poslu$na i podredena Zena u Iranu

Ovaj rad temelji se na analizi mita o iranskim Zenama, po kojem
su one poslusne i podredene ¢lanice drustva, te razotkrivanju
njihove povijesne uloge aktivnih sudionica u politici, ekonomiji i
drustvenim pokretima. Povijesni i suvremeni izvori, poput iranske
zenske knjizevnosti, upucuju na to da su Zene u Iranu tijekom
razli¢itih rezima, od Qajara do Islamske Republike, pruzale otpor
i sudjelovale u drustvenim promjenama. Teorijski okvir temel-
ji se na feministickim i povijesnim analizama koje preispituju
narative o Zenskoj potlacenosti. Koristeni su radovi Marziyeh
Bakhshizadeh, Ludowika Wlodek Biernat te drugih autora koji
istrazuju ekonomske, politicke i kulturne aspekte polozaja Zena.
Metodologija rada sadrzana je u analizi sekundarnih izvora - po-
vijesnih ¢lanaka, akademskih studija i politickih analiza, pomocu
kojih se konstruira pregled kontinuiteta i promjena u otporu Zena
u iranskim rezimima. Cilj je rada prikazati kako Zene nisu ni pa-
sivne ni podredene, ve¢ klju¢ne sudionice u oblikovanju iranskog
drustva, unato¢ sustavnim pokusajima njihova ogranicavanja.

Ana Furlan Sfarcic¢
Undergraduate student in History
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

Myth of Woman: The Submissive and Subordinate
Woman in Iran

This work is based on the analysis of the myth about Iranian
women being submissive and subordinate members of society
and bringing to light their historical roles as active political, eco-
nomic and social actors. The historical and contemporary sources,
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like the Iranian womens literature, indicate that women in Iran
mounted resistance and participated in social shifts under vari-
ous regimes, from the Qajar dynasty to the Islamic Republic. The
theoretical framework is formulated on the feminist and histor-
ical analyses which reassess the narratives of women’s oppressed
state. The works by authors Marziyeh Bakhshizadeh, Ludowika
Wlodek Biernat and many others who examine the economic, the
political and the cultural aspects of women’s condition were also
used. The methodology is built upon the analysis of secondary
sources—historical articles, academic studies and political anal-
yses, which serve to construct the overview of the continuity and
discontinuity in the women’s resistance under Iranian regimes.
The goal of this work is to showcase that women are neither pas-
sive nor subservient but rather key players in shaping the Iranian
society, despite the systemic attempts to constrain them.

Arijana Grginci¢

prijediplomski studij povijesti
prijediplomski studij povijesti umjetnosti
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Rijeci

Interpetacije uloga Zena u hrvatskim i kastavskim
mitovima i obi¢ajima

U svojem radu istrazujem ponavljajuce obrasce koji se odnose na
zene u slavenskim mitovima i hrvatskim narodnim predajama,
s fokusom na narative prisutne u kastavskoj tradiciji. Analizira-
ju¢i najzastupljenije interpretacije slavenskih bozica te primjere
zenskih mitoloskih entiteta prisutnih u hrvatskim predajama, iz
etnoloske i povijesne perspektive istrazujem stereotipe koji se
odrazavaju na tradicionalnu ulogu Zena u razli¢itim dijelovima
Hrvatske, a osobito u Kastvu. Koristedi literaturu s referencama
na primarne izvore o staroslavenskim kultovima, pozivam se na
entitete poput Mokos i Morane kako bih otkrila temelje lokalnih
predaja. Usporedujuci Siroko uvrijezena vjerovanja (Mora, ,,¢udne
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o¢i..) s istovjetnim svojstvenima za kastavsko podrucje, katego-
rizirat ¢u Ceste uloge koje u mitologiji najcesce pripadaju Zenama;
zene kao vjestice/¢arobnice, Zene u ulozi zastitnica ljubavi, obitelji
i toplog doba godine, zene kao ¢udovista i predstavnice bolesti
(npr. Kuga), Zene kao misteriozna bic¢a poput vila itd. S osvrtom
na istarske price i kastavske legende zapisane u zbornicima (npr.
legende o vilama, Strigama i Zenama s urokljivim okom), argu-
mentirat ¢u kako su takvi narativi utjecali na povijestan razvoj
predodzbe o Zenama. Takoder ¢u se osvrnuti na progone vjestica
u Hrvatskoj, povezanost optuzaba s mitoloskim narativima te hr-
vatske obicaje u kojima prepoznajemo kontinuitet pretkrs¢anske
tradicije s ulogom zene u fokusu. Zaklju¢no ¢u objediniti sli¢nosti
u navedenim primjerima kako bih obrazlozila kako je marginal-
izacija Zena u mitoloskim narativima utjecala na njihov polozaj u
drustvu te kako su isti stereotipi prisutni u suvremenom drustvu.

Arijana Grginci¢

Undergraduate student in History

Undergraduate student in Art History

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Rijeka

Interpretations of the Roles of Women in Croatian and
Kastavian Myths and Traditions

In this paper, I explore patterns related to women in Slavic myths
and Croatian folklore, with a focus on the narratives present in
Kastavian tradition. By analyzing the most prevalent interpreta-
tions of Slavic goddesses and examples of female mythological
entities in Croatian traditions, I examine the stereotypes that
reflect the traditional role of women in different parts of Croatia,
particularly in Kastav, from an ethnological and historical per-
spective. Using literature with references to primary sources on
Old Slavic cults, I draw on entities such as Mokosh and Morana to
uncover the foundations of local traditions. By comparing widely
held beliefs (Mora, “strange eyes’, etc.) with those specific to the
Kastav area, I will categorize common roles in mythology typically
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assigned to women: women as witches/magicians, women as pro-
tectors of love, family, and the warm seasons, women as monsters
and representatives of disease (e.g., Plague), women as mysterious
beings like fairies, etc. With reference to Istrian tales and Kastavian
legends recorded in collections (e.g., legends of fairies, witches,
and women with the evil eye), I will argue how such narratives
have influenced the historical development of perceptions about
women. I will also reflect on the witch hunts in Croatia, the con-
nection of accusations with mythological narratives, and Croatian
customs in which we recognize the continuity of pre-Christian
tradition with a focus on the role of women. In conclusion, I will
synthesize the similarities in the examples provided to explain
how the marginalization of women in mythological narratives
has influenced their position in society and how these same ste-
reotypes persist in contemporary society.

Denise Brazzale
PhD student
University of Fribourg

Narrating Crisis: The Myth of the Golden Age and
Barbarian Invasions in Italian Literature Between
the 15th and 16th Centuries

The Renaissance is often celebrated as an age of cultural revival,
yet this optimism was shadowed by profound anxiety over decline
and instability, driven by Europe’s relentless wars and the Ottoman
Empire’s advance. My contribution examines how Italian writers
from 1450 to 1571 confronted these tensions using literary repre-
sentations to navigate political and cultural crises. Pivotal events
like the fall of Constantinople (1453), the Italian Wars initiated
by Charles VIII (1494), and the Sack of Rome (1527) fostered a
pervasive sense of crisis. Writers across Italy, despite its political
fragmentation and regional diversity, responded by invoking
shared themes. Chief among these were laments for a lost golden
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age and calls for cultural unity against perceived barbarism. These
narratives often drew on cyclical historical models, particularly
the myth of the golden and iron ages to express anxieties about
cultural decline and degradation. One recurring motif is the loss of
the Muses, symbols of artistic inspiration and humanist harmony.
E. S. Piccolomini’s lament, “Moriuntur etiam Musae” (“even the
Muses die”), epitomizes this sentiment, finding fuller expression
in Sannazaro’s Arcadia (1504). Here, the Muses are described as
“extinct,” signaling the end of an idealized cultural and poetic
world. The vision of Arcadia—once a harmonious golden age—is
ultimately consumed by historical turmoil, transformed into a
barren wasteland. This imagery captures the broader Renaissance
struggle with the collapse of an imagined golden past and the
looming threat of a new iron age. Through these literary respons-
es, this study reveals how the myth of a lost golden age became a
powerful framework for interpreting cultural and historical crises,
reshaping the literary imagination of the Renaissance.

Rafal Kanas
Graduate student in History
University of £.6dZ

The Narrative of Women and Femininity
in The Book of Contemplation by Usama ibn Munqidh

My presentation will focus on the narrative of women and femi-
ninity in The Book of Contemplation by Usama ibn Mungqidh. The
author of the work, a member of the Muslim aristocracy, provides
an autobiographical account covering primarily the events of the
12th century. The presentation will analyse the portrayal of Mus-
lim women, who are depicted in Usama’s account as nearly ideal
figures. I will also examine his narrative on Christian women,
about whom he did not write in similarly laudatory terms. By
comparing these two contrasting depictions of femininity, I aim to
illustrate how the Muslim aristocracy of the time perceived women
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and their roles in society. My presentation will address themes
such as the role of women as matriarchs, the expected conduct
of women in life-threatening situations, the significance of social
hierarchy, and the prescribed nature of relationships between
men and women, particularly when they were neither related by
blood nor marriage. In my analysis, I employ traditional historical
research methods. To examine selected passages, I use inductive
reasoning to derive Usama’s perspective on contemporary fem-
ininity from specific observations. In analyzing the portrayal of
Christian women, I apply the method of “reading the silences”
in historical sources, as Usama omits certain aspects for various
reasons. Additionally, I utilize comparative analysis to juxtapose
his narratives of Christian and Muslim women.

Vikas Malik

Assistant Professor

Department of History

Shyama Prasad Mukherji College for Women, University of Delhi

Reimagining History: The Role of Myths and Narratives in
the Legitimization of Khap Panchayats in North India

This research examines the historical evolution and socio-cultural
foundations of Khap Panchayats in North India, focusing on the
role of myths and narratives in their legitimization. While tra-
ditional accounts depict Khap Panchayats as ancient institutions
with uninterrupted continuity, this study situates their emergence
within the socio-political and economic transformations of the
Mughal and Colonial periods. It challenges the notion of their
timeless origins, arguing that these bodies evolved in response
to specific pressures, including agrarian unrest, invasions, and
colonial policies such as land settlements and military recruit-
ment. The study explores how modern myths and narratives have
been constructed around the Khap Panchayats to portray them
as timeless custodians of justice and governance. These myths,
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often propagated by Jat elites, have reinforced a cohesive group
identity and asserted authority within colonial and post-colo-
nial frameworks. Through an analysis of archival records, oral
traditions, and historiographical debates, the research uncovers
how memory and myth have been mobilized to sustain and legit-
imize these institutions in contemporary rural India. This study
contributes to broader discussions on the intersection of myth,
memory, and governance by highlighting the dynamic interplay
between historical narratives and modern socio-political realities.
It demonstrates how the strategic use of myths and narratives has
allowed Khap Panchayats to maintain their relevance as powerful
local institutions, mediating between traditional authority and
contemporary governance challenges. By reimagining history,
this research provides a nuanced understanding of the enduring
role of Khap Panchayats in shaping rural power dynamics and
collective identity.

Sara Ocko
Graduate student in History
University of Ljubljana

From Parliaments to Newspapers: The Roma Narrative
in the Carniolan Assembly (1861-1913), Yugoslav
Parliament (1919-1939) and in Slovenian Newspapers

The research focuses on the political and media narratives sur-
rounding the Roma and is based on the Carniolan Provincial As-
sembly corpus (1861-1913), Parliamentary corpus of first Yugosla-
via (1919-1939) and Slovenian newspapers (e.g. Dolenjske novice
[1885-1919], Slovenec [1873-1945], Kmetijske in rokodelske novice
[1843-1902], Slovenski gospodar [1867-1941], Slovenski narod
[1868-1943]). Through the analysis of parliamentary debates and
media reports, the study aims to determine whether these two dis-
course spheres co-constructed the dominant narrative about the
Roma or whether they clashed. Part of the analysis also addresses
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the interaction between political power and media influence. Were
media reports mere reflections of parliamentary debates, or did
they serve as independent agents in shaping public opinion? By
tracing linguistic patterns, recurring stereotypes, and rhetorical
shifts in political speeches and newspaper articles, the study ex-
amines how myths about the Roma were formed, sustained, or
challenged within the Slovenian-speaking territories. Through an
interdisciplinary approach combining historical analysis and cor-
pus linguistics, this study breaks down how political institutions
and journalistic representations shaped public perceptions of the
Roma in the years between 1861 and 1939. The study employs
corpus linguistics tools, such as concordance analysis, keyword
extraction, and collocation patterns, to identify dominant themes
and linguistic structures used in political discourse. To obtain a
comprehensive media perspective, the research examines newspa-
pers published during the period, assessing how press narratives
aligned with or diverged from political discourse.

Liene Rokpelne
PhD student
University of Latvia

Undiscovered Myths of Livonia Cities. Example of
Valmiera (Wolmar)

The study of Latvian cities has been sporadic in historiography and
used more as an explanatory element of some larger process—war
for example. This has created countless opportunities for several
unfounded, sometimes even absurd, historical myths to take root
not only in popular science, but in academic literature as well.
This situation arose because of the political situation in the 20th
century when the history of the Middle Ages and the modern
period of Latvia has been treated as an afterthought. At best, it was
used as evidence of the “evil German yoke for 700 years” and as
the justification for the Russian Empire, later the Soviet Union, to
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free Livonia from that yoke. In the 21st century, however, there has
been a lack of professional historians who could scrupulously focus
on Medieval history and even fewer case studies. Beginning the
specific study of medieval Livonian cities, using available original
documents or studying extant transcripts, many of the claims and
facts put forward so far have turned out to be at best erroneous,
at other times non-existent or without any scientific backing. The
case of Valmiera was chosen for several reasons, mainly because
of factual errors found in historiography and original documents.
In some cases, the researchers’ claims were more than absurd—for
example “I feel that it is true”. In a short time one of the myths was
noticed—“no original documents can be found about Valmiera”.
But I had already been working with them. The paper proposes
to reveal this and other myths of Valmiera, which have taken
root in various levels of historiography from century to century,
based on the study of the original documents and archaeological
material. How Valmiera got its name; history of the Valmiera coat
of arms; the statement that Valmiera has always been a town of
German craftsmen and that Valmiera played an important role
in the acceptance of religious freedom.

Kristina Husinec

diplomski studij povijesti, istraZivacki smjer: Srednjovjekovna povijest
diplomski studij antropologije

Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Amerika kao ,,novi” Rim - analiza narativa
kontinuiteta, ali i ,,pada” Rima te
klasi¢ne simbolike u americkoj povijesti

Rimski je svijet, posebice Carstvo, od samoga nestanka ostao u
kulturnom i posebno drzavotvornom sjec¢anju Europe i kasnije
Zapada. Sjedinjene Americke Drzave nakon duge $tafete danas
simbolicki preuzimaju toga orla i predvode Zapadom. Jos se od
vremena nastanka SAD-a i njihova Ustava isticu neoklasi¢ne
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poveznice s antikom i kolijevkama demokracije, a glavni grad
Washington, i sjediste vlade i Senata, bastini isto naslijede na
Capitol Hillu. No sam je prodor ,,rimske kulture” §iri i raznovrsniji
u drustvu, od Las Vegasa i dokolice do nedavno popularnog
TikTok pitanja — ,,Koliko ¢esto razmisljas o Rimskom Carstvu?®
I uistinu, jedna je demografska skupina samoprocijenila gotovo
svakodnevno razmisljanje te je ocito da, osim same klasi¢nosti
i demokracije, postoji i drugi narativ vezan za imperijalni Rim i
danasnjicu Amerike. Nekima je privlacna veli¢ina, snaga i viril-
nost Carstva, drugi vide poveznicu izmedu rimskih i americkih
ekspanzionisti¢kih tendencija i multietni¢nosti, tre¢i pak vide
sli¢nost u liku i karizmi predsjednika i cara (ili Cezara). Od svih
imagologija i narativa posljednjih desetlje¢a najaktualnije je up-
ravo pitanje, ili mozda bolje reci strahovanje, dijele li SAD i Rim
istu sudbinu? Ovo izlaganje nastoji istraziti upravo kako se taj
narativ i simbolika nadograduju, ili sukobljavaju, kroz razlicite
administracije i predsjednicke ,,ere“ analizom znanstvenog, pop-
ularnoznanstvenog, kao i novinskog, diskursa kroz desetljeca,
gdje se od legitimacije do glorifikacije sustava postepeno prelazi
u lekcije opominjanja Amerike pod percipiranom prijetnjom
gubitka prevlasti i transformacije. Naglasak je pritom na adminis-
tracijama, kao $to su ona G. W. Busha nakon 9/11, i defenzivhom
imperijalizmu, kao i na D. Trumpa, posebice nakon jurisa na
Kapitol 2021. i zadnjih izbora.

Kristina Husinec

Graduate student in History, Module: Medieval History
Graduate student in Anthropology

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

America as the “New” Rome—Analysis of the Narrative of
Continuity and “Fall” of Rome and
Classical Symbolism in American History

The Roman world, and especially the Roman Empire, has re-
mained in the cultural and state-making memory of Europe, and
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later the West as a whole, since its disappearance. After a long
time, the mantle has been symbolically assumed by the United
States of America as the leader of the West. Since the creation of
the USA and its Constitution, American culture has been char-
acterised by the neoclassical links with Classical antiquity and
the birthplaces of democracy, and the capital city of Washington,
in which the headquarters of the government and the Senate are
located, carries on the same tradition on Capital Hill. The presence
of “Roman culture” in American society is a wider and more ver-
satile phenomenon, ranging from Las Vegas and everyday life to
the recently popular TikTok question—“How often do you think
about the Roman Empire?” And indeed, one demographic group
really did state that they think about the Roman Empire almost
daily. What is also clear is that besides the classical influences and
democracy there is another narrative connecting imperial Rome
and the present-day US. Some are attracted by the size, strength
and virality of the Empire, others link Roman and American ex-
pansionist policies and multiethnicity, while some the figure and
charisma of the president with that of the emperor (or Caesar). Of
all those narratives the question which has been most frequently
asked, or the fear which has been most frequently expressed in the
last couple of decades is the question if Rome and the US might
share the same fate. This presentation will explore the changes
and conflicts related to this narrative and symbolism in different
administrations and presidential “eras” by analysing scientific,
public, and media discourse throughout the decades, in which
the legitimation and celebration of the system quickly turn into a
lecturing of the US under the perceived threat of transformation
and the loss of power. The focus is on the defensive imperialism of
the G. W. Bush administration after 9/11, as well as the storming
of the US Capitol in 2021, the 2024 election and Donald Trump.
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Ruben Prstec

diplomski studij povijesti, nastavnicki smjer

diplomski studij anglistike, smjer KnjiZevno-kulturoloski (amerikanistika)
Filozofski fakultet Sveucilista u Zagrebu

Skola mita i simbola: paradigme u studijama
americkog identiteta 1939. - 1956.

U predinstitucionalnom i ranom institucionalnom razdoblju
americkih studija nekolicina znanstvenika nastojala je obuhvati-
ti i objasniti americki identitet, odnosno ‘amerikanstvo’ (engl.
americanness), referiraju¢i se na odabrane americke intelektualce
19. stoljeca, njihove ideje i njihova (knjizevna) djela. U svojim
studijama znanstvenici poput E O. Matthiessena, Perryja Mil-
lera, H. N. Smitha, J. W. Warda i R. W. B. Lewisa nastojali su
od americke politicke i intelektualne proslosti stvoriti korisnu
povijest (engl. a useful past) kojom bi se legitimirala i objasnila
njihova americka sadasnjost. Izvore nastanka americke nacije,
americkog ekscepcionalizma i amerikanstva navedeni znanstvenici
nalaze u puritanskom nasljedu ili pak u odmicanju od njega; u
americkoj filozofiji prirode ili pak u modificiranoj tezi granice F.
J. Turnera. U svojim strukturalistickim nastojanjima istrazivaci
stvaraju mitove s dugogodis$njim odjecima u popularnoj kulturi
i americkom imaginariju, a neki su od njih mit o ,,misiji u divl-
jinu” (Perry Miller), o americkoj renesansi u 19. stoljecu (E. O.
Matthiessen), o Americi kao djevicanskoj zemlji i vrtu svijeta (H.
N. Smith), o sukobu izmedu prirode i civilizacije (Miller, J. W.
Ward) i o americkom Adamu (R. W. B. Lewis). Moje ¢e izlaganje
pruziti kratak pregled najutjecajnijih studija americkog identiteta
i povijesti 1939. — 1956. i njihovih autora; pregled mitova pred-
stavljenih u navedenim studijama te dati drustveno-povijesni
kontekst njihova nastanka.
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Ruben Prstec

Graduate student in History, Module: Teaching

Graduate student in English language and literature, Module: American
studies

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb

The Myth and Symbol School: Paradigms in Studies of
American Identity, 1939-1956

In the pre-institutional and early institutional period of Ameri-
can studies, scholars sought to encompass and explain American
identity, or “Americanness,” by referring to selected 19th-century
American intellectuals, their ideas, and their (literary) works. In
their studies, scholars such as F. O. Matthiessen, Perry Miller, H.
N. Smith, J. W. Ward, and R. W. B. Lewis aimed to create a useful
past from America’s political and intellectual history—one that
would legitimize and explain their contemporary American re-
ality. These scholars traced the origins of the American nation,
American exceptionalism, and Americanness to the Puritan her-
itage or a departure from it; to American philosophy of nature or
a modified version of Frederick Jackson Turner’s frontier thesis.
Through their structuralist efforts, these researchers created myths
that have echoed for decades in popular culture and the American
imaginary. Some of these include the myth of the “errand into
the wilderness” (Perry Miller), the American Renaissance of the
19th century (F. O. Matthiessen), America as a virgin land and the
garden of the world (H. N. Smith), the struggle between nature
and civilization (Miller, J. W. Ward), and the American Adam
(R. W. B. Lewis). My presentation will provide a brief overview
of the most influential studies on American identity and history
from 1939 to 1956 and their authors; an overview of the myths
presented in these studies, and the socio-historical context of
their emergence.

55



Vestigia: Mitovi i narativi

Ivana Dordi¢
mag. educ. hist. et geogr.

Atatiirkov Nutuk (Govor) kao mit o
nastanku Republike Turske

U listopadu 1927. godine Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk odrzao je na kon-
gresu Republikanske narodne stranke svoj ¢uveni govor, poznat
u turskoj historiografiji kao Nutuk (tur. dug, otegnut govor).
Rasporeden na Sest dana, Govor, ¢ija je tematika barem sluzbeno
bila povijest nastanka nove Republike, trajao je ukupno 36 sati i
33 minute. S obzirom na period koji obuhvaca, a to su formativne
godine Republike Turske (1919. - 1927.), jasno je da Nutuk ima
neupitno velik utjecaj na tursku historiografiju koja je tekstu
dugo vremena pristupala kao povijesnom dokumentu koji sadrzi
neprikosnovenu istinu. Drugim rije¢ima, Nutuk je bio sluzbena
verzija recentne turske povijesti. Nasuprot takvom ¢itanju, u ovom
radu Nutuku pristupam kao knjizevno-politickom tekstu koji sa-
drzi viSestruke mitove koje ¢u dekonstruirati analizom sadrzaja i
strukture teksta. Iako su mitovi medusobno isprepleteni, nacelno
ih je moguce podijeliti na one koji se is¢itavaju iz sadrzaja i one
koji se iS¢itavaju iz strukture. Osim toga, intenzitet Atatiirkovog
koristenja pojedinog mita mijenja se ovisno o potrebi s obzirom
na fazu procesa stvaranja nacije. Na sadrzajnom planu to su mit
o prvoj duznosti, mit o unutarnjem neprijatelju, mit o predcima,
mit o okruzenju i mit o modernoj Europi. I dok prva cetiri mita
imaju svoje korijene u drevnim pri¢ama koje Atatiirk reinter-
pretira, potonji je mit produkt procesa modernizacije zapocetog
krajem 18. stoljec¢a. Na strukturnom planu s druge strane to su
mit o herojskom pripovjedacu, mit o ponovnom rodenju i mit
o diskontinuitetu. Svim se navedenim mitovima Atatiirk sluzio
kako bi s jedne strane stvorio vlastitu viziju turske nacije, a s druge
ucvrstio svoju poziciju kao neprikosnovenog vode.
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Atatiirk’s Nutuk (Speech) as a Myth
of the Founding of the Republic of Tiirkiye

In October 1927, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk delivered his famous
speech at the congress of the Republican People’s Party, known
in Turkish historiography as Nutuk (Turkish for a long, extended
speech). Spread over six days, the speech, whose official topic was
the history of the creation of the new Republic, lasted a total of
36 hours and 33 minutes. Given the period it covers, which are
the formative years of the Republic of Tiirkiye (1919-1927), it is
clear that Nutuk had an undeniable influence on Turkish histo-
riography, which for a long time regarded the text as a histori-
cal document containing unquestionable truth. In other words,
Nutuk became the official version of recent Turkish history. In
contrast to such an interpretation, this paper approaches Nutuk
as a literary-political text that contains multiple myths, which I
will deconstruct through an analysis of the content and struc-
ture of the text. Although the myths are intertwined, they can
generally be divided into those read from the content and those
read from the structure. Moreover, the intensity of Atatiirk’s use
of a particular myth varies depending on the needs related to the
phase of the nation-building process. On the content level, these
are the myth of the first duty, the myth of the internal enemy;,
the myth of the ancestors, the myth of the environment, and the
myth of modern Europe. While the first four myths have their
roots in ancient stories that Atatiirk reinterprets, the latter myth
is a product of the modernization process that began at the end
of the 18th century. On the structural level, on the other hand,
these are the myth of the heroic narrator, the myth of rebirth, and
the myth of discontinuity. Atatiirk used all of these myths to, on
one hand, create his own vision of the Turkish nation, and on the
other, to solidify his position as the undisputed leader.
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Dekonstrukcija nacionalistickih narativa u
Srbiji i Hrvatskoj: Analiza diskursa
studentskih blokada u 21. stolje¢u

Ovaj rad bavi se komparativnom analizom nacionalistickih nar-
ativa u Srbiji i Hrvatskoj kroz prizmu studentskih blokada u 21.
stolje¢u. Koristenjem teorije dekonstrukcije nacionalnog iden-
titeta, istrazit ¢e se na koji nac¢in dominantni diskursi oblikuju
studentski aktivizam te kako se nacionalisticke strategije koriste
u interpretaciji i delegitimizaciji ovih protesta. Metodom analize
diskursa, usporedit ¢e se klju¢ne medijske, politicke i akademske
reakcije na studentske blokade u obje drzave, s ciljem identifikacije
zajednickih mehanizama konstrukcije ,,nas” i ,,onih drugih” un-
utar nacionalistickog imaginarija. Poseban naglasak bit ¢e stavljen
na retoricke obrasce koji se ponavljaju u narativima o studentskim
pokretima, kao i na ulogu historijskih referenci u legitimiranju
ili diskreditiranju studentskog otpora. Usporedbom ovih procesa
u Srbiji i Hrvatskoj, rad nastoji pokazati kako nacionalisticki di-
skursi, unato¢ specificnim historijskim i politickim kontekstima,
koriste sli¢ne tehnike polarizacije i konstrukcije identiteta. Cilj
istrazivanja je doprinijeti Sirem razumijevanju nacina na koje
nacionalizam oblikuje suvremeni drustveni aktivizam te otvoriti
prostor za kriticku dekonstrukciju hegemonijskih narativa u regiji.
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Deconstruction of Nationalist Narratives in Serbia and
Croatia: Analysis of the Discourses of 21st Century Student
Blockades

This paper presents a comparative analysis of nationalist narratives
in Serbia and Croatia through the lens of 21st century student
blockades. Using the theory of deconstruction of national identity,
it will explore how dominant discourses shape student activism
and how nationalist strategies are employed in the interpretation
and delegitimization of these protests. By employing discourse
analysis, the paper will compare key media, political, and academic
reactions to student blockades in both countries, with the aim of
identifying common mechanisms of constructing “us” and “them”
within the nationalist imaginary. Special emphasis will be placed
on rhetorical patterns that recur in narratives about student move-
ments, as well as the role of historical references in legitimizing
or discrediting student resistance. By comparing these processes
in Serbia and Croatia, the paper seeks to show how nationalist
discourses, despite specific historical and political contexts, use
similar techniques of polarization and identity construction. The
goal of the research is to contribute to a broader understanding
of how nationalism shapes contemporary social activism and to
open space for critical deconstruction of hegemonic narratives
in the region.
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